Theatrical Experiences

Directions: When attending a production take this sheet with you.  Refer to it before the show, at intermission and afterward.  Jot down a few notes.  Go into a show as a critic NOT a spectator. When reading a show, read like a detective and write like a reporter. 
No more using the phrase, “in my opinion”.  You should state your opinion as fact and then support it with evidence.

Requirements:

Heading should include:

1) Name of the Play

2) Author/Lyricist/Song Writer

3) If watching: Where did you see the production?

Short Answer:

1) Protagonist and Antagonist

2) Setting

      Critique: Should be written in essay form.  Refer to the example on the back.
1) What is your critique of the work as a whole?

2) What is the moral or the lesson presented to the audience?

3) How does this show relate to your everyday life?

4) What was your overall opinion of the show?

a. What did the author/director do well?

b. What could have been done better

5) Choose one of the assignments from below and complete as the final portion of your critique. 

	1)
	Create a set design for the production you read.  This must include a detailed rendering and ground plan.  Explain to me your creative process and why you made the decisions you did.  Cite evidence from the script to back up your design decisions.

	2)
	Choose one character from the show.  What is the character’s attitude at the beginning of the piece and how does it change as the story continues? What is the cause of this transition? Cite evidence from the show to support your response.

	3)
	Choose a character from the script to analyze.  What are the given circumstances that will assist you in the creation of this character? What can you infer about this character that is not written in the script? Cite evidence from the script to support your response.

	4)
	What is your critique of the artistic elements of the show? Discuss each of the following: Costume, Set, Lighting) What was the artist trying to do? How well did they accomplish their goal?  Use evidence from your viewing experience.


Children of the World, Unite!

‘Matilda the Musical’ at Shubert Theater

By BEN BRANTLEYAPRIL 11, 2013

Rejoice, my theatergoing comrades. The children’s revolution has arrived on these shores, and it is even more glorious than we were promised. Rush now, barricade stormers of culture, to the Shubert Theater, and join the insurrection against tyranny, television, illiteracy, unjust punish-ment and impoverished imaginations, led by a 5-year-old La Pasionaria with a poker face and an off-the-charts I.Q.

“Matilda the Musical,” the London import that opened on Thursday night, is the most satisfying and subversive musical ever to come out of Britain, where it was nurtured into life by the Royal Shakespeare Company. In many ways this production would seem to be an example of show business as usual: It’s inspired by a book (the children’s novel of the same name by Roald Dahl) which was turned into a movie (in 1996). And in its melding of song, dance and story it’s as classic as “Oklahoma!”

But within its traditional form “Matilda” works with astonishing slyness and grace to inculcate us with its radical point of view. “Matilda,” you see, is about words and language, books and stories, and their incalculable worth as weapons of defense, attack and survival. It’s about turning the alphabet into magic, and using it to rule the world.

If I have made “Matilda” sound like a self-important “Sesame Street,” then I’ve led you astray. As directed by Matthew Warchus, with a bright, efficient book by Dennis Kelly and addictive songs by Tim Minchin, “Matilda” is as much an edge-of-the-seats nail biter as a season-finale episode of “Homeland.”
Above all it’s an exhilarating tale of empowerment, as told from the perspective of the most powerless group of all. I mean little children.
Theatrical Experience Rubric

20pts Excellent          10pts Adequate          5pts Inadequate

	
	Belief: Clearly stated/thesis statement

	
	Details: Uses examples from personal experience & from the work

	
	Insightful: Provides unique incite into the work

	
	Vocabulary: Powerful, descriptive words are used.

	
	Creative: Thoughts are presented creatively

	
	Final Essay Grade


