Theatre Etiquette
San Antonio Theatre Coalition:
Everyone who attends a live theatre performance should have the opportunity to thoroughly enjoy that performance.  Below are a few items, that if followed, will greatly enhance the experience for all concerned.

Please remember that this is not a movie.  The people on the stage can hear and see you.  Your reactions fuel them.  Your negative actions can also affect them.  Although you may never see this reaction, because being performers, they are skilled at hiding them, you are affecting them.  The performers and all those people behind the scenes have worked very hard to create an evening of entertainment for you.  Please show them the respect they deserve.

Also remember that the people sitting near you did not come to hear your conversation with your buddy, either in the theatre or on the phone.  They did not come to hear you rattle paper or your kid fuss.  They came to enjoy the performance. 

No cell phones:  Don't let them ring or buzz during a performance.  Do not speak on them during a performance.  If you must take an emergency call, leave the auditorium and only begin speaking to your caller once you are away from the rest of the audience.  Even your neat watch that chimes or beeps the hour is a distraction.

Coming and Going:  Please do not enter or leave the auditorium during a performance unless it is an emergency.  Please arrive before the performance begins. The time posted is the time the show actually starts... there are no commercials or previews!  It is the option of the theatre to prevent audience members from entering the auditorium until intermission or at least a scene change.

Noises:  You may not notice it, but candy or cough drop wrappers, whether unwrapped quickly or slowly, make a lot of noise!  Please don't unwrap them during the performance.  If you suspect you will need one, have a supply on hand already unwrapped.

Noises, part two:  We love babies, but if they fuss or fidget or cry, we want them to be somewhere else.

Fidgeting:  Please sit still.  Ramming elbows into your neighbor or kicking the seat in front of you is highly annoying.

Sight Lines:  Be aware that hats and large hairdos impede sightlines.

Pictures:  Usually photography of any kind is prohibited during a performance.  Check with the theatre, and if they do allow you to take pictures, don't use the flash or the video light.  If you would like a picture of the cast, ask the theatre manager.  They will probably be happy to assemble the cast after the performance for a short photo session.

Now for some Dos:
Do laugh in the appropriate places.

Do applaud with enthusiasm in the appropriate places.

Do tell all your friends, after the show, what a great time you had.
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·  Arrive to the theater on time.

· Visit the restroom before the performance begins.

· Turn off your cell phone or, if it must be on, put it on vibrate. Do not speak on the phone during the performance. If you must call the person back, do it outside during intermission or after the show has finished.

· Pay attention to announcements that are made prior to many shows about the rules of the theater you are attending and the location of the fire exits.

· Don't speak during the performance...whispering is still speaking, so only in an emergency.

· Remember that the Overture (introductory music) in Musical Theater is part of the performance, so be quiet when it begins.

· Do not take pictures during the performance. It can be very distracting to the actors and can cause a mishap.

· Remain in your seat for the entire performance. If you must leave, exit during intermission. In an emergency, wait for an appropriate break in the show. It is rude to get up in the middle of a quiet moment...rude to the actors and your fellow audience members.

· Do not eat or drink in the theater. If you must have a cough drop, or something of that nature, do not make noise with the wrapper.

· Do not put your feet up on the seats or balcony and do not kick the seat in front of you.

· Do not angle your head together with your "special someone" as you obstruct the view of the people behind you.

· Don't put or throw anything on the stage.

· Do laugh when the performance is funny.

· Do applaud when it is appropriate during the performance.

· Do applaud when the performance is over...this tells the performers and crew that you appreciate their work.

· Stand and applaud if you really thought the show was great.

· Do not whistle or scream out to the performers except for a Bravo or Brava.

Redlands Theatre Festival:
Don't talk, chew gum or eat during the performance. Everyone likes popcorn during the movies, but in the theater we save the snacks for intermission. 
Don't leave your seat until the cast has taken their curtain call at the end.

Not everyone stays to watch movie credits roll, but applauding for the actors is a way you can show them how much you enjoyed it. Applause is a sound actors love to hear! 

What can I do if someone is being loud or annoying -- without becoming loud or annoying myself?
Start by turning, facing them directly, and glaring. This is completely silent, and generally alerts 99 percent of offenders that they're being offensive. The next step is a sharp "Shh!" or a sotto voce, "Please be quiet." Do not escalate any further than this yourself. The next step is to alert an usher or the "house manager," and let them deal with the offender.
